Anglyzing a Political Speech
“1 Have a Dream™—MLK Jr.

Certain rhetorical devices called figures of speech (similes, metaphors, allusions, alliterations, et
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speakers and writers have known that such devices affect hsteners and readers in powerful ways.

O a separate sheet of paper, answer the following questions
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In the gmide to hiterary termes in the back of vour textbook, find and write the defimtions of
each of the Tollowing: alliteration, allusion, metaphor, repetition, and simile.

“Five score vears ago,” the opening phrase of King's speech, 15 an allusion to what or whom?
Whv was this is an appropriate and strong wav for King to begin his spesch?

King's speech contains other allnsions in addition to the one with which he opens his speech,
Find an alluzion to the Declaration of Independence.

Find an allusion to the Bible.

Find an allusion to a tamons song. {m}

Find three (1) examples of alliteration in King's speech,
Find twa (2) examples of a metaphor,

Find two (2) examples of a simile.

A rhetorical gquestion is a question that s asled for effect rather than to be answered. Find
alll 1,-'!C.i|'rr|'||-|:' af al rlu-tur’h-ul |:|'ll1'.-1‘i1|1| in K'i'rlg'h :-'|:h|,'|_'r||,

Anather ﬁgﬂh,- |bI'.-'||-|,-|,'L"|'| i= called an HII“PIHH‘.L ar the repetition of a ward or }1]‘|hu.-v at the
beginming of a sentence, verse, or paragraph. Besides the famons T have a dream™ phrase,

find twa (2) other examples of anaphora.

What are two possible cffects upon King's andience of repeating the phrase, “1 have a
dream

13, In the sccond paragraph, King savs that “the life of the Negro s still sadly crippled by the
manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination.”

a." What T ot ﬁgl‘ln— o =) v h s this?

b. These words bring up strong images of slavery. Why would this be an effective
method of 1r||:|'l."l-l|¥ hi= andience?

. What inference was Ring making abont the progress of African Americans to coter
the mainstream of American life in the ane hundred years which fallowed the end of
slavery?



4, What are some specific acts of injustice against African Americans which King cites in his
speech?

15, Besides the Declaration of Todependence and the Bible, King vites “the American dream™ as
a gource tor his own dream. Write two or three sentences defining “the American Dream.”™

16. King was assassinated for his work in civil rights. & qnotation from the Bible on the
mernarial at ki gravesite reads, “Behald the dreamer, Let us :-]u}' himm, and we will see what
will become of his dream.” What do von think has become of King's dream? Write twa
paragraphs: one telling in what ways the dream has been fullilled and one telling what yet
remains to be accomplished.

After vou have completed wour auestions, create a poster sapporting the =1 Hawve a Dream™ speech,
Your poster {(8x 1) should include logical, emaotional and ethical appeal throngh swords or plotures,
It should also reflect MLK s vision for the futore,
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Ethos { Credibility ), or ethical appeal, means convineing by the character of the anthor. We tend to
bl v e h'r1.|1,' whoin we Tespct, One of the central ]11'|r|:,|]vl||.- al .|.r451.'l1r||,'1|'l‘.|.1‘ ol st ||'I'|:|_'i et at
impression to the reader that vou are someone worth listening to, in other words making vourself as
author into an anthority on the subject of the paper, as well a= someane whao i= likable and worthy of
respsct,

Pathos (Emotional ) means persnading by appealing to the reader’s smotions, We can look ar texts
ranging from classic essavs to contemporary advertisements to see how pathos, emotional appeals,
are nsed to persnade. Langnage chotve atfects the andience’s emotional response, and emational
appeeal can effectively be used to enhance an argument.

Logos (Logical) means persuading by the use of reasoning, This will be the most important
technigque we will study, and Aristotle's tavorite. We'll lnak at deductive and indoetive reasoning,
and discuss what makes an effective, persuasive reason to back up your claims, Giving reasons is the
heart of argumentation, andd canmaot bz emnphasized |,'1||mg|‘|.. W'l :-1‘1]{|:¢' the Typees of suppaort vou can
uses ta subetantiate vour thesis, and look at some of the common logical fallacies, in order to avoid
them in vour writing,
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