Gaius Julius Caesar  (lesson two)

First consulship and triumvirate
Caesar and Bibulus were elected as consuls for 59 BC. Caesar was already in Crassus's political debt, but he also made overtures to Pompey, who was fighting the Senate for ratification of his eastern settlements and farmland for his veterans. 

Pompey and Crassus were consuls together in 70 BC. Between the three of them, they had enough money and political influence to control public business. This informal alliance, known as the First Triumvirate was cemented by the marriage of Pompey to Caesar's daughter Julia. Caesar also married again, this time Calpurnia, daughter of Lucius Calpurnius Piso Caesoninus.
Caesar proposed a law for the redistribution of public lands to the poor, a proposal supported by Pompey and by Crassus, making the triumvirate public. Pompey filled the city with soldiers, and the triumvirate's opponents were intimidated. 
With the help of Piso and Pompey, Caesar later was appointed to govern Cisalpine Gaul (northern Italy) and Illyricum (the western Balkans), with Transalpine Gaul (southern France) later added. 

Conquest of Gaul
Caesar had four legions under his command, two of his provinces, Illyricum and Gallia Narbonensis, bordered on unconquered territory, and independent Gaul was known to be unstable. Rome's allies the Aedui had been defeated by their Gallic rivals, with the help of a contingent of Germanic Suebi under Ariovistus and the Helvetii were mobilising for a mass migration.
Caesar raised two new legions and defeated first the Helvetii, then Ariovistus, and left his army in winter quarters in the territory of the Sequani.
During the spring of 56 BC the Triumvirate held a conference at Luca (modern Lucca) in Cisalpine Gaul. Crassus and Pompey would be consuls again, with similarly long-term proconsulships to follow: Syria for Crassus, the Hispanian provinces for Pompey. 
In 55 BC Caesar repelled an incursion into Gaul by the Germanic Usipetes and Tencteri. Late that summer he crossed to Britain. He returned the following year, better prepared and with a larger force, and achieved more. He advanced inland, bringing his rival, Cassivellaunus, to terms. But poor harvests led to widespread revolt in Gaul, led by Ambiorix of the Eburones, forcing Caesar to campaign through the winter and into the following year. With the defeat of Ambiorix, Caesar believed Gaul was now pacified. 

While Caesar was in Britain his daughter Julia, Pompey's wife, had died in childbirth. Caesar tried to resecure Pompey's support by offering him his great-niece Octavia in marriage, but Pompey declined. In 53 BC Crassus was killed leading a failed invasion of Parthia. The Triumvirate was dead.  
In 52 BC another, larger revolt erupted in Gaul, led by Vercingetorix of the Arverni. Vercingetorix managed to unite the Gallic tribes, defeating Caesar in several engagements including the Battle of Gergovia, but Caesar's elaborate siege-works at the Battle of Alesia finally forced his surrender. Despite scattered outbreaks of warfare the following year, Gaul was effectively conquered.

